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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — SITTING HOURS 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [9.22 pm] — without notice: How we might 
facilitate enough time in the house to consider the legislation that we have before us has been subject to discussion 
behind the Chair. I move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended to enable — 
(1) the Council to meet at 11.00 am on Wednesday, 1 April 2020; 
(2) the sitting be suspended between 1.15 pm and 2.15 pm and between 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm; and 
(3) the Council to sit beyond 6.20 pm and take members’ statements at a time ordered by the Council. 

By way of explanation, what has been agreed is a lunchbreak between 1.15 pm and 2.15 pm, with 1.15 pm being chosen 
to enable the full two hours for motions on notice to be dealt with, given that we are starting at 11.00 am; a dinner break 
from 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm, which is a one-hour dinner break, not a one-and-a-half-hour dinner break; and the Council to 
sit beyond 6.20 pm. It is my intention that, as we do on a Tuesday night, business of the house orders of the day will 
conclude at 9.45 pm. However, members, it has been agreed that if we are close to finishing something and about another 
15 minutes or something like that is required to finish it, we will sit beyond 9.45 pm, and I would do that by agreement. 
The PRESIDENT: This motion needs an absolute majority. There is an absolute majority in the house and there 
is no dissentient voice, so the motion is agreed. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
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